Abstract In this essay the author examines the phenomena of Chinese farmers sending petitions to the higher

authorities with regard to their farmlands and irrigation and summarizes these petitions into two types namely
“dispute—caused petitions” by individuals and “drought-caused petitions” by groups. By studying the rationale be-
hind these petitions the author discovers that the farmers’ conception of the state forms the psycho —cultural
mechanism of their acts in petitioning for their farmlands and irrigation and the “floating” government and the
“gridlocked” market which have jointly led to the deterioration of the farmlands and irrigation comprise the struc—
tural factors that prompt the farmers into petition. In the final section the author gives an extended discussion on
current academic studies of farmers’ petition arguing that the scholars should change their focus from abstract is—

sues to the more concrete and typological studies.
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