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Revisit the Effect of Free Exit from Communal
Dining Hallson the Great Leap Famine

GUANZHONG JAMES WEN

(Shanghai University of Finance and Economics, Trinity College)

YUAN L1u
(South China Normal University)

Abstract  In response to Yang and Fan s comments, we discuss the following questions

by following the time sequence of thefamine s start , exacerbation and end : Whether the grain
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production in 1958 and energy-consuming activities triggered the famine ? How the dissolution
and reconsolidation of the communal Dining halls shortly before and after the L ushan Summit
made the famine first lessened and then worsened ? How to measure the impacts of the com-
munal Dining halls? Was the Darwinian Efect or the policy change that actualy ended the
famine ?We argue that it is advisable to resolve the corflicts in human societies such as fam-
ines by giving individual s freedom of choice
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