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Risk, Social Security and Religious Bdief s
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Abgract  Following the rational choice approach, this paper studies the relationship be-

tween rural social security and peasants religious beliefs. The empirical results show that risk
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plays a very important role in peasants choices of religious beliefs. Access to health care re-
duces peasants religious activities, but does not significantly affect their choices of beliefs.
The NCM S dows down the spread of religious beliefs. Those results can explain the* rura

religion fervor” : the secular society does little to the peasants who face risks, making reli-
gions more attractive to them.
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