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On the Discourse of Indigenization of Communication Studies

LIU Hailong

School of Journalism, Renmin University of Ciiva, Betjing, 100872
y )

Abstract: In the debates of “indigenization of corumunication research”in the middle of the 1990s,
most participants used the “siouid”disccurse. However, this essay intends to take another look at this
event and use the “is”discourse to reexamine the debates. It takes the audience research, which is
deemed as the most successful field in communication studies in China, as an example to explain that
the origin and dynamic of Chinese audience research was not inspired by American communication
studies, rather it was the consequence of the “mass line”under the orthodox of party newspaper, the idea
of socialism democracy and the market economy. The paper suggests substituting other concrete and clear
concepts for the term of “indigenization of communication studies in China”.
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