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A Few Basic Concepts in Saussure’s Theory

CHEN Jia-ying
( Philosophy department, Peking University , Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: Among Saussure’ s concepts, signifier(signifiant) and signified(signifie) are most broadly known. Signifier/signified is not a

relation between name and thing but between sound and concept. We must be clear about his principle of arbitrariness in order to better

understand what the difference of signifier/ signified means. The principle allows us to see that reality is not readily divided if not for lan-

guage. A few other basic concepts in Saussure’s theory, such as language(langue)/speaking( parole) and synchrony/diachrony, are an-

alyzed .

Key words: signifier and signfied; the principle of arbitrariness; language/speaking; synchrony/diachrony
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