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ABSTRACTS

Anti-imagery Thinking Towards the Silence of Language——A Phenomenological Study on the
Discourse Deconstructive Strategy of Zhuangzi He Guangshun

The tradition of imagery thinking in classical Chinese aesthetics received particular attention in
contemporary academia, but another tradition of anti-imagery thinking originating from Laozi and Zhuangzi
should not be ignored. Judging from Zhuangzi, Zhuangzi's anti-imagery thinking is mainly realized through
the discourse negation and deconstructive strategy of “three words” (allegory, tautology, and randomness).
Such anti-imagery thinking can be examined at four levels from the phenomenological dimension. Firstly,
“an extraordinary person” or “the actual person” is the principal part of anti-imagery thinking, which uses
language negation strategy to dissolve the obstacles caused by the sensory sounds of images, in order to
achieve a free state of life, in which “the mind is like a mirror”. Secondly, the deconstructive strategy of
negating language and imagery points to the essential image and essential speech of “beyond the imagery”
and “no literal interpretation” , namely, “sounds of nature”. The third is to enter a higher negation from
the “sounds of nature” , that is, the silent consciousness of “hearing without sound” , which negates the
image , sound image and so on, thus entering a state of contradictory symbiosis state of primitive inner life,
mixed with darkness and clarity. Fourthly, the discourse deconstructive strategy of anti-imagery helps to
break the territorialization drawbacks of instrumental or utilitarian language, so as to return to the chaotic
land of life, and “chaos” becomes the artistic image of anti-imagery. By means of the strategy of language
or discursive deconstruction, this kind of “artistic image” can be regarded as mindless, invisible and silent
image. It is a phenomenological reduction of essence and it reveals the original consciousness of life in

“ . ”
silence” .

The “Nation-State” as an Axis: The Mirror Perception of China Ren Jiantao
The state form of China has been a controversial issue. Chinese scholarship agrees that China is not a
nation-state in the Western sense. But this consensus has not led to another consensus on the state form of

China the disagreement over whether China is a civilization, an empire, or some other state. Therefore, it

is necessary lo establish coordinates to identify China’s state form, and not to seek consensus on the state
form of “China” in different coordinate systems. The national form of a state can be identified in the system
of indicators of the basic form of the modern state, the norms of reality, and international contacts.
Accordingly, China can only be identified as a nation-state, not as a civilization, empire, or other state
form. Only in this way can China have an accurate self-perception and get along with the international
community in such a state form. It is important to draw a picture in the mirror and to look at each other in

the mirror.

Improving Social Morality by Means of Law Xie Xiaoyao

Social morality is the specific direction of legal enforcement of morality. On account of the fallibility of
social morality, when people use it as a guide to organize and coordinate actions, they will inevitably fall
into the moral defects of controversy, mobility and arbitrariness. Therefore, the law as a shared plan will

inevitably replace and improve social morality. From the perspective of the opposition, due to its difficulty
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