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On Wu Yujin's Grand View of History

Jiang Yan (Wuhan University )

Abstract Wu Yujin is one of the main founders of the discipline of World History in China. In particu-
lar, his "holistic view of world history" is known as the "the rise of new theories of world history in China".
His historiographical insights and related thinking and research on world history reveals a grand view of histo-
ry. With the overall guidance of Marxist historical materialism, under the premise of properly handling the di-
alectical relationship between part and whole, and in view of changes and development in China and the
world, his grand view could observe the overall situations of world history from a deeper and broader perspec-
tive and seize the core and mainstream of world historical development through research methods such as
cross-over study, comparative study and synthetic approach, summing up historical experience and patterns
and look into the future while facing the reality squarely. As a continuation and development of Marxist his-
torical materialism, it also benefits from his personal experience and academic accumulation, which is reflect-
ed in his lifelong research such as his thinking and construction of a theoretical system for world history, his
exploration of major historical events that altered the course of world history, and his investigations of certain
specific issues. It has great importance to and significant impact on accomplishing original theoretical
achievements and unique academic inheritance, establishing a discipline, academic and discourse system of
world history with Chinese characteristics, and building a global community of shared future for mankind.

Key words Wu Yujin; world history; grand view of history
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