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- Special Topic Study - The Boundaries and Reflections of Knowledge
Understanding Active Ignorance Wang Ju - 79
Ignorance means an absence of knowledge. However, apart from passive ignorance, there is
also active ignorance in which an actor weighs different values and goals to proactively shape or
maintain ignorance through actions. Cognitive subjects display epistemic agency so that active
ignorance gains normative attributes. Agnotology has witnessed systematic research on active
ignorance and identified three typical types: actively constructed ignorance , passively constructed
ignorance and virtuous ignorance. Wilful ignorance is negative ignorance. Cognitive subjects have
the obligation and ability to acquire knowledge, but they have an intense willingness to avoid
acquiring it. Wilful ignorance often reveals cognitive subjects’ moral or cognitive vices which
may incite blame and criticism.

Laozi’s Theory of “Not-Knowing” and Its Significance Chen Xin - 87

It is human nature to seek knowledge, but knowledge itself has boundaries. Outside the
boundaries of knowledge, we do not know. In some situations, not knowing may be more
valuable than knowing. In Laozi, there are three propositions that directly talk about “not
knowing” (wuzhi): (1) “He constantly keeps the people without knowledge and without desire ,
and where there are those who have knowledge, he keeps them from presuming to act (on it)”;
(2 ) “While his intelligence reaches in every direction, cannot he (appear to ) be without
knowledge?”; (3 ) “It is because they do not know these, that men do not know themselves.”
Proposition (1 ) emphasizes that “not knowing” of ingenuity is a necessary condition for the
establishment of a well-ordered society, proposition (2 ) emphasizes that man is unable to know
the infinite Dao, and proposition (3 ) emphasizes that the recognition of man’s inability to know
the Dao is a necessary condition for the realization and practice of Dao. These three propositions
are valuable at the social, intellectual, and practical levels.

Between Ignorance and Knowledge: Socrates in “The Apology” and “Symposium”
Hao Chunpeng - 94

By comparing with the wisdom of ignorance of Socrates, it can be found that the history of
philosophy, after Plato and Aristotle, seems to have embarked on a metaphysical path that
gradually deviates from everyday philosophy. Philosophers began to move further and further
away from the nature of man as the “in-between ,” with their understanding of it “alienated” to
knowledge and method as the object. This is, for Heidegger, a forgetting of the true nature of
being. In a way, Socrates’ wisdom of ignorance, which understands knowledge as virtue, recalls
the foundations of philosophy and constitutes a reflection on the history of philosophy, which has
become increasingly academic, intellectualized, and normative.

- Methods and Paradigms -
Evolution and Implications of National Wealth Measurement Methods in Modern China
Miao Degang - 102 -

How to realize wealth growth is a common concern of economic thinkers in almost every era.
A comprehensive search of relevant literature helps us systematically summarize the evolution
path of national wealth indicators and their measurement methods in modern China. Among
them, the adoption of the stock indicator “national wealth” is related to the discussion of national
wealth growth, while the use of the flow indicator “national income” originates from the problem
of national wealth reproduction. Based on the historical background of modern China, the answer
to the real problems faced in different periods of time is the driving force for the change of
economic analysis methods. In this sense, it is worthwhile to consider the real nature of the
changes in economic thought in a case-by-case manner, and the summarization and refinement of
the methods of economic analysis should also be emphasized.

On the Evolution and Shaping of the “Standard of Civilisation” in International Law
Shen Wei - 112 -
Before the middle of the 19th century, international law had been regarded by the Western
countries only as the law between the so-called “civilised” countries, while from the middle of the
19th century onwards , “standard of civilisation” and even international law have become the tools
for the Western countries to carry out colonial expansion. In the mid-20th century, post-war
international law, with the United Nations Charter at its core, rejected the “standard of
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