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A Historical Review of Academic Debating of Journalism and

Communication Studies in Mainland China (1978-2008)

Shao Peiren, Liao Weimin
Gonmuni cati on G aduate School of Zhejiang Lhiversity Hangzhou 310028 Chi na

Abstract: The landscape of academic controversy in the field of Journalism and Communication
Studies can be vividly described as a Chinese Saying: “Competitive Shining Stars in the Sky”,
since the mainland China launched Economic Reform and Open-door Policy from 1978 and
numerous scholars were appeared. The process generally experienced 4 periods: (1) the “Reform”
beginning period (1978-1984); (2) the exploring period (1985-1989); (3) the prosperous period
(1990-1999); (4) the raising period (2000-2008). Based on the academic literature, it is
categorized 10 series of academic controversy. The underlying logic shows that the booming of
academic achievement rely on the Freedom of Academic, and Academic Debating can generated
knowledge and demonstrated individual personality of scholar. Any successful academic
controversy should be followed by basic ethical rules, and sometimes the academic tolerance is a
competitive wisdom of debating.

Key Words: Academic Controversy, Journalism and Communication Studies, Freedom of
Academic, Academic Ethics, Historical Review
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