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Lytton’ s Trip to China As Seen in “ Lytton Documents”

Jin Guangyao Zhu Li
( Department of History, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433)
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Abstract: That the League of Nations sent an inquiry commission to investigate the September 18" Incident

was a significant event during the Far East crisis in the 1930s. During his stay in China, Vicior Robert Lytton,

chaiman of the commission, sent many letters to his family and kept a diary. The unpublished letters and di-

aty, which amount to over 80 thousand words, recorded Lytton’ s view of Japanese aggression upon Northeast

China and his conversations with Chiang Kai-shek, Wang Jing-wei, T. V. Soong and Japanese leaders,

which, as compared with “The Commission’ s Report”, is of great value to the study of the Commission and

particularly Lytion himself. This paper. based on the unpublished documents, is intended to review Lytton’ s

activities in China and his view of Chinese-Japanese relations in order to better understand Lytton’ s mission.
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