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with history. The Analectsinvolves history at two levels: one is the pre- Analects history which
constitutes its subject , the other the post- Analects history written under its influence. The
author argues that in the Analects, Confuciuss teaching of the classics is united with his
commentson history. The Analectswas not one of the original Confucian classics, but nor wasit
smply the writings of a contemporary thinker. The Analects underwent a continuous elevation,
from being read as an ordinary philosophical work to being a commentary on the classics and then
finally to being a classc. In addition, the Analects is a historical work imbued with profound
thought ; its comments on history assign meaning to the characters and events concerned. Itisin
this sense that we should understand the cultural value of the Analectsand the historical tradition
it influenced, as represented by the Shi Ji (Recordsof the Historian) and the Han Shu (History
of the Han Dynasty) .
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