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ABSTRACTS

(8) Structural Strain in the Course of Social Trand or mation
Li Hanlin Wei Qingong Zhang Yan- 121 -

The structural adjustment and innovation occasoned by institutional change give rise to
conflicts and contradictions among different interest groups. The problems that arise from these
conflicts can be attributed to the tensons of “structura strain.” Anomie is a classic structural
problem. On the basis of survey data, we analyze and test the relationship between structural
strain and anomie and find that structural differences and divisonsin social status, organizational
structure, role structure, power status and income and educational level have indeed contributed
to the rise of anomie. Such negative phenomena as individual anomie, degree of dissatiSaction,
relative deprivation and status inconsistency derive, to a very large extent , from the imbalances
and tensons that arisefrom the fact that objective structural divisons have outpaced institutional

integration.

(9) The Relationship among Criminal Charges, Crime and Penalties — A Perspective Based on
China's Crime Rate Satistics Bai Jianjun - 144 -

To assst in gaining a better understanding of the relationship among criminal charges, crime
and penalties in China, we conducted a longitudina study on China s crime rate statistics for
1988-2007. At the same time, we al s0 conducted a cross sectional study covering crime rates, the
socioeconomic development index of all thirty-one mainland provinces and 641 demonstration
cases handled by the Supreme Court for three historical pointsof time: 1998, 2003 and 2007. We
found that socioeconomic factors had a strong impact on the crime rate over this period, both in
terms of longitudina and cross sectional findings, and this in turn afected China's criminal
justice. We conclude that if the increasein the crime rate is the result of socioeconomic factors,
China sjudicial system will have to devote more resources to criminal penalty matters rather than
passvely responding to demand. However , a balance can be achieved within this tenson.

(10) Witnesses Court Appearancesand Guaranteeing the Right of Defendants in Criminal Cases to
Confrontation Yi Yanyou - 160 -

The purpose of ordering a witness to appear in court is to protect the defendant’ s right to
confront the witnessin court. Therefore, the act of ordering a criminal witnessto appear in court
is essentially a question of protecting this right. The Criminal Procedure Law of the People s
Republic of China (PRC) and itsjudicial interpretation do not specifically give the defendant the
right to confront the witness in court. In practice, the percentage of court appearances by
witnessesisonly around 25 %. Criminal trials where thereis no direct confrontation between the
witness and the def endant generally involve active use of substantive law and reflect the imprecise
operation of conviction and sentencing and the unitary nature of the sourcesof judicial legitimacy.
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