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become Chinese government’ s highegt priority. Booromic dimulating actions and
corfidence saving initiatives are mow in the center of Chinee cdd life. Udng
ciologca concepts and theoreticd tools, this article ams to launch a serious academic
discusdon on three interrdlated topics: 1) socid mechanisms that help acceerate the
trangrisdon of ecoromic criss; 2) cdad mechanigns that functioning in the
trandormation of an ecoromic crids into a ocdia criss; and 3) governmenta policy
choices in combating this ecoromic crigs.

PAPER

Rebuilding Government for the 21g Century . Can China incrementaly rerarm
the public sector ? Christine Wong 39

Abgract : This pgper examines the: proguectsof public sector reform and argues that nore
incrementd reformwill not work. As budgatery resources dnvinded , and with government
unwilling to cut departments, anpicyees, or senvices, the lution was to dlow
fpvernmant grencies and rvice providers to levy user charges and use their assts to
genera¢ monbudgetary incomes. These concessons gave hirth to the revenue seeking
orientation o the public sector and sowed the seeds of current problems of inequdity and
weak governance. Snce 2000, the government has implemented numerous programs of
public sector rform, which have brought inprovements and made government nore
trangarent. The recent programs of free rurd educdion, rurd cooperative medica
schemes, minimum living dipends, are tranerring subgantiad new reources to funding
services a the grassoots levds and inmproving fairness. However, until the incentive
dructure for government agencies and public inditutionsisfundamentdly dtered , thistop-
down reform of the public sector can only have limited efect.

Target Management Regonghility Sygem: The Practicd Logc o Locd
Party- Sate in Rura China Wang Hansheng & Wang Yige 61

Abdract : Based on the andyds of Target Management Regponshility Sygem (TMRS)
this paper explores the characteridics of loca party- dates and some o its critica changes
in contenporary China. As a practicd inditution crested out of the formd authoritative
inditutions of the party-date sydem, TMRS forms a st o inditutiond ascidions
characterized as the® regponghility-interes liahility” within both the authoritative
reaionships between upper-level and lower-levd governments, and the reaionships
between loca governments and rurd ciety , therdore it has greatly dfected the locd
party-daes operaion as wdl as its governance. This pgper d tries to gve a
pergective to undersand the rdationship between date and ciety, egecidly on how
date power has extended to the locd ciety and redized its sective oontrol over the
Ciety.

The Interactive Relationship between Farmers, Loca Gvernments and the

244



