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The Change of China’s Energy Consumption Pattern and Its Implications
Zhang Jun & Liu Jun

Abstract; In the past two decades in 20 century, China has quadrupled its GDP, but its energy consump-
tion increased only one hundred percent. Since 2002, China has stepped onto a fast growth track, its ener-
gy intensity continued to increase, and started to be troubled by energy shortage. Why did the energy con-
sumption of China show such changes, and what is the relation between the change of energy consumption
and the pattern of China’s growth? Through the decomposing methods of energy consumption, this paper
drew out the data of the industrial sector’s energy consumption from 1998 to 2003, found that the change
of energy consumption was mostly caused by the technical progresses and the change of industrial struc-
ture, and conclude with some policy implications.

Key words; China’s energy consumption, energy intensity, energy elasticity, structural effect, intensity
effect
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