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Chinds L ow Fertility and Its Deter minants

Abgract : China has already attained low fertility ; however , there is uncertainty around the actual fertility. This paper
summarizes classfication and discusson of low fertility, and reviews methodological issues in estimating fertility or
birth under - reporting. Using Bongaarts low fertility model , it isfound that childbearing postponement had a sgnifi-
cant depressing efect on Chinas total fertility rate; while the way in which son preference affects fertility shifted from
multiple childbearing into sex - selective abortions, thus reducing fertility. Illustrative calculation shows that ignoring
other factors depressing fertility would lead to exaggeration of the effect of birth under - reporting on fertility. Finaly

the paper discusses impact of migration on fertility in areas of origin, areas of destination and for China as a whole.
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