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Qian Mu s Idea of Historical Studies as Seen in Chronological Biography
of Liu Xiang and Liu Xin
Li Fan

[ Abstract] : With valid evidence, Qian Mu proved the opinion that Liu Xin forged the classics, mainly
supported by Kang Youwei and also debated stronly in Classics Studies, was not true in his Chronological Life
of Liu Xiang and His Son Liu Xin, which made him become famous. This academic achievement not only
exceeded the studies of ancient classics but also transformed the classical problem into the historical problem by
breaking drastically sectarian bias of Classics Studies and the limits on “all the classics are history”, based on
the principle of “The problem on Classical Studies is also on history study.” Qian Mu and Gu Jiegang had
some significant discussions about Chronological Life of Liu Xiang and His Son Liu Xin and related problems.
Although involved some old questions in Classical Studies, these discussions were nomally academic and
differed from the political discussions between Kang Youwei and Zhang Taiyan in the late Qing Dynasty. As far
as Chinese History was concerned, these discussions, including both Qian Mu’ s “belief with suspicion” and Gu
Jiegang’ s “ suspicion with belief”, aimed at the same goal and benefited the development of modern new
history.

[ Key words| : Chronological Life of Liu Xiang and His Son Liu Xin ~ Qian Mu
History Classics Studies
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